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Mr Chairman and Distinguished Representatives. It is a great honour to me to be invited to make a Statement to this Meeting of Experts of the Biological and Toxins Weapons Convention on behalf of the European BioSafety Association.

As a guest of these meetings, I greatly appreciate and admire your continuous work and perseverance in strengthening the Biological and Toxins Weapons Convention. The European BioSafety Association, a network of biosafety professionals of 31 countries in Europe and the world, with its knowledge and understanding of biosafety & biosecurity, would be honoured to contribute to the achievement of your goals. 
The European Biosafety Association, EBSA, is an international organisation based on Belgian law and was founded in 1996. Its goal is the enhancement of knowledge and understanding of biological safety and security throughout Europe and the world and it serves as a unique interaction platform for biosafety and biosecurity professionals and interested parties. 
Its mission is the establishment and communication of best biosafety/biosecurity practices amongst its members, the encouragement of discussions on developing issues in this field and the influence and support of emerging legislations and standards related to biosafety and biosecurity. EBSA has been consulted on the EC Green paper on bio-preparedness and the WHO biosecurity guidance. 
EBSA has members from over 28 countries and is not confined to The EU. EBSA represents the interests of its members at national and international committees such as working parties of the EU commission, the WHO Biosafety/Biosecurity advisory group, the International Biosafety Working Group and the UN Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.
For capacity building, EBSA develops and provides supporting training material and workshops. One of its main training and communication activities is its annual conference with technical pre-conference workshops. In addition, it endeavours to make biosafety a recognized profession with well defined tasks and qualifications. EBSA initiated discussions on competency of Biosafety Officers defining the process of appointment as well as the tasks and skills required for a competent Biosafety Officer. This will be followed by the development of a course curriculum to obtain and maintain those skills and should be further elaborated through a CEN workshop process.
Amongst the projects EBSA is participating in is the Biosafety-Europe research project funded by the EU Commission as part of the 6th Framework Programme on the development of recommendations for future policy making in biosafety and biosecurity. Such recommendations will be based on a reference list of high containment laboratories with respect to human, animal, zoonotic and plant pathogens and on an inventory of existing criteria, definitions and legal frameworks, applicable to these laboratories. 

Together with the American Biosafety Association, the Asian-Pacific Biosafety Association, WHO, Health Canada, DNV and 130 biosafety experts from all over the world, EBSA actively contributed in the development of the International Biorisk Management Standard with the goal to strengthen the implementation and harmonization of Biosafety and Biosecurity management necessary to protect the global community and the environment from the use and possible misuse of biological agents.
The development of the standard was organized as a workshop process of the European Committee for Standardization. In 2006, the European Commission granted funding for this process, which consisted of 3 drafting workshops and a public hearing. The approved Biorisk Management Standard, CWA 15793:2008, was published in 2008 and is available from National Standardization Committees. It will be distributed for implementation and monitored during 3 years to be checked for its validity. During this time it will have to be decided by the initiators to take the standard further to a standardization process of the International Organization for Standardization, and to define certifier’s criteria for certification of facilities. In any way, the biorisk management standard will provide stakeholders with a benchmark for setting biosafety/biosecurity standards for facilities and will serve as a basis to enhance the safe international exchange and collaboration involving biological agents.
With its activities EBSA strives to strengthen the global biosafety & biosecurity framework.
Thank you Mr Chairman
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